Introduction/Purpose: Postoperative infections after foot and ankle surgery can cause devastating outcomes for patients. Studies of postoperative infection rates in outpatient foot and ankle surgery range from 0.5-6.5%, with increasing numbers found in diabetic patient populations. The use of perioperative antibiotics in the prevention of postoperative infection in outpatient surgery is a topic that has often been discussed yet there remains considerable controversy. The authors hypothesize that there is no difference in postoperative infection rate or wound healing complications in patients who received postoperative oral antibiotics versus those that did not. Additionally, the authors sought to identify patient characteristics associated with postoperative infections or wound complications.
